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CONEIDENTIAL SAIGON 6606 
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TAGS: VVNT PINS MILI VS 

SUBJECT: DAILY MR SP SITREP- 17 APRIL 1973 

FOLLOWING RECEIVED EROM AMCONSUL BIEN HOA BEING REPEATED 
QUOTE 

BIEN HOA 0077 

SUBJ: DAILY MR 3 SITREP - 17 APRIL 1973 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI VS 

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN MR 3 REMAINED AT A LOW LEVEL, THOUGH 
UP FROM YESTERDAY.( THERE WERE 15 INCIDENTS REPORTED CONSISTING 
OF FIVE ATTACKS BY FCEKKABE), THREE GROUND CONTACTS, SIX MINE 
INCIDENTS, ANONESA-7 MISSILE FIRING. TON LE CHAM BASE 
CAMP RECEIVED 191 ROUNDS OF ASSORTED MORTAR, ARTILLERY, DND 
ROCKET EIRE, WHICH DESTROYED A ROW OF CAMP HOUSES. NO 
CASUALTIES WERE REPORTED. IN HAU NGHIA PROVINCE AN UNKNOWN- 
SIZE HOSTILE FORCE ATTACKED ELEMENTS OF THE 83 RD ARVN RANGER 
BATTALION 9 KMS SOUTHWEST OF THE DUC HUE DISTRICT SEAT, RESULTS 
REPORTED WERE 12 NVA KILLED AND NO RANGER CASUALTIES. DOCUMENTS 
FOUND 

ON ENEMY BODIES IDENTIFIED BEARERS AS MEMBERS OE C-19 
COMPANY, 27 1 ST INDEPENDENT NVA REGIMENT. RF ELEMENTS WERE 
ATTACKED BY ESTIMATED PLATOON- SIZE FORCE 6 KMS NORTHWEST OF 
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THE DUG HOA DISTRICT SEAT. RESULTS REPORTED WERE 3 NVA/ VC KILLED 
AND NO RF CASUALTIES. (SOURCE: MR3 G2) 

2. THE TAY NINH PROVINCE CHIEF YESTERDAY PAINTED A BLEAK PICTURE 
OF HIS PROVINCES DURING A DISCUSSION WITH AMERICAN NEWSMAN ROBERT 
NOVAK AND THE ITNGENPX SUGGESTION THAT THE BUILD- UP OF COMMUNIST 
FORCES AND WYMOR IN THE NORTHERN PART ( WAR ZONE " C") OF THAT 
PROVINCE 

WAS IN PREPARATION FOR AN ATTACK ON TAY NINH CITY. HE 
OFEERED AS EVIDENCE AN INTELLIGENCE REPORT WHICH, INTER ALIA, 
INDICATED THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAD ORGANIZED TWO NEW lEGIMENTS 
IN WAR ZONE " C" WITH 4-5 THOUSAND RELEASED PRISONERS OF WAR. 

WHEN PRESSED FOR A DATE, HE OPINED THAT IT MAY BE SOON OR AS 
LATE AS 6-9 MONTHS EROM NOW. HE WAS POSITIVE, HOWEVER, THAT AN 
ATTACK WOULD TAKE PLACE SINCE THE COMMUNISTS ARE WEAK POLITICALLY, 
AND MUST NECESSARILY DEPEND UPON MILITARYMUSCLE IF THEY HOPE TO 
ACHIEVE THEIR OBJECTIVES. THE PROVINCE CHEIE SAID THAT HE IS 
KEEPING BOOK ON COMMUNIST MOVES SO THAT WHEN THEY ELECT TO 
LAUNCH THE ATTACK, HE WILL BE ABLE TO PINPOINT EXACT LOCATIONS 
FOR THE B-52 S THE AMERICANS WILL HAVE TO SEND IN TO PRESERVE 
THE TERMS OE THE CEASE- EIRE ACCORD. 

3. COMMUNIST PROPAGANDISTS IN LONG AN PROVINCE HAVE REVEALED 
A NEW WEAPON IN THEIR PROPAGANDA ARSENAL THAT THEY HOPE WILL 
ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE TO CHOOSE THEIR SIDE IN THE ONGOING 
STRUGGLE FOR THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE VIETNAMESE VILLAGERS. 
UNSIGNED LETTERS CHARGING KEY PROVINCE, DISTRICT, AND VILLAGE 
OFEICIALS WITH CORRUPTION AND MORAL TURPITUDE ARE WIDELY 
DISSEMINATEDHON THE CITIES AND COUNTRYSIDE TO DRIVE A WEDGE 
BETWEEN THE GRVN AND THE PEOPLE. GRVN OEFICIALS IN THE 
PROVINCE HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO COUNTER WHAT THEY CONSIDER IS AN 
EFFECTIVE WEAPON. SMALL TEAMS OF PEOPLE LOYAL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO WORK THE VILLAGES TO UNMASK THE INTENTIONS 
OF THE COMMUNISTS. WALKINSHAW UNQUOTE 

BUNKER 
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